
2015 annual quiz - answers 

News Q’s 
1. January: What is the name of the French satirical magazine attacked by gunmen who 

killed 12 people? Charlie Hebdo 

Gunmen attack the Paris office of the French satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo, killing twelve 

people and injuring ten. 

 

2. February: Who won the 2015 Australian Open Men’s Singles Final? Novak Djokovic 

In tennis, Novak Djokovic of Serbia beats Andy Murray of the United Kingdom in the 

Australian Open Men's Singles Final. 

 

3. March: On March 5, what event related to Ebola occurred in Liberia? Liberia's last known 

ebola patient is discharged from a treatment center in Monrovia 

 

4. March: What was the name given to the natural disaster in Vanuatu, which resulted in 

40 deaths? Cyclone Pam 

Cyclone Pam causes severe damage in the South Pacific nation of Vanuatu with unconfirmed 

reports of over 40 deaths. 

 

5. April: What were the names of the two Australians executed in Indonesia for drug 

smuggling? Andrew Chan and Myuran Sukumaran 

Indonesia executes eight convicted drug smugglers including Brazilian Rodrigo Gularte and 

the Bali Nine duo Andrew Chan and Myuran Sukumaran. 

 

6. April: A 7.9 magnitude earthquake struck which capital city? Kathmandu, Nepal 

A strong 7.9 earthquake strikes between the Nepalese capital Kathmandu and the regional 

headquarter city of Pokhara. The Government of Nepal declares a state of emergency with 

1500 dead. 

 

7. May: What was the most talked about vote in the May Irish constitutional referendums? 

Allowing same sex marriage. 

Voters in Ireland go to the polls to vote on constitutional referendums, including one that 

would allow same-sex marriage. 

 

8. June: Nine people were shot dead at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church 

in what city? Charleston, South Carolina. 

 

9. June: What unit of time occurred for the first time in 3 years? A leap second 

A leap second is added to the clock for the first time in 3 years. 

 

10. Who became the first transgender person to appear on the cover of Vanity Fair? Caitlyn 

Jenner 

 

11. July: What was the name of the spacecraft that completed a historic flyby of the dwarf 

planet Pluto? New Horizons 

NASA's New Horizons spacecraft completes a historic flyby of the dwarf planet Pluto and its 

five moons. 

 

12. August: Which celebrity announced he would be running for President in 2020? Kanye 

West 

 

13. August: Customer details were hacked and leaked relating to what website? Ashley 

Maddison 

 

14. September: The President of the United States nominates Eric Fanning as the first 

what (secretary of the army)? Openly LGBT Secretary of the Army 

 



15. September: Malcolm Turnbull was sworn in as Prime Minister on 15 September. What 

number Australian prime minister is he? 29th 

 

16. September: Who won the 2015 AFL Brownlow Medal? Nat Fyfe 

 

17. October: What is the name of the civilian NSW Police Force worker shot dead outside 

Police Headquarters in Parramatta? Curtis Cheng, a civilian worker for the New South 

Wales Police Force is shot dead outside police headquarters in Parramatta. The suspected 

perpetrator, a 15-year-old boy, is shot dead by police shortly afterwards 

 

18. November: A nightclub fire that killed 32 people and resulted in the resignation of 

Prime Minister Victor Ponta occurred in what country? Romania 

 

19. December: What significant international conference took place in Paris and what was 

the conference objective? The 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference; the 

objective is to achieve a legally binding and universal agreement on climate, from all the 

nations of the world. 

 

Quoteable quotes 
1. Donald Trump: To have a country, we have to have assimilation. I’m not the first one to say 

this … This is a country where we speak English, not Spanish. 

 

2. Kylo Ren: "Nothing will stand in our way. I will finish what you started". 

 

3. Jon Snow: The White Walkers don't care if a man's free folk or crow. We're all the same to 

them, meat for their army. But together we can beat them. 

 

4. John Oliver: "I don't know what the point of Tony Abbott was, but it was fun while it lasted. It 

was like taking heroin. It was incredibly exhilarating and it was right that you stopped." 

 

5. Steve Jobs/Michael Fassbender: [On Bill Gates] He dropped out of a better school than I 

dropped out of. 

 

6. Joe Hockey: I can now confess that our happiest moments were sitting at home late at night 

eating Paddle Pops, watching Jerry Springer and admiring the latest Nickelback album, in my 

case alone. 

 

7. Mad Max: I am the one that runs from both the living and the dead. Hunted by scavengers, 

haunted by those I could not protect. So I exist in this wasteland, reduced to one instinct: 

survive. 

 

8. Matt Damon, The Martian: “I’m going to have to science the sh*t out of this” 

 

9. Marty McFly: "Wait a minute, Doc, are you trying to tell me that my mother has got the hots 

for me?" 

 

10. Minion: C'est banana! Hahaha! Miam Miam! Huh? 

 

11. Julie Bishop: >:-( 

 

12. Michelle Payne: “I want to say to everyone else ‘Get stuffed’, because women can do 

anything and we can beat the world.” 

 

Definitions (New to Oxford) 
1. Crowdfund: To fund (a project or venture) by raising money from a large number of people, 

each of whom contributes a relatively small amount, typically via the Internet. 

 



2. Earworm: a catchy song or tune that runs continually through someone's mind. 

 

3. Jeggings: tight-fitting stretch leggings for women, styled to resemble a pair of denim jeans. 

 

4. Freegan: a person who eats discarded food, typically collected from the refuse of shops or 

restaurants, for ethical or ecological reasons. 

 

5. Totes: As an intensifier: (modifying an adjective) very, extremely; (modifying a verb) definitely, 

absolutely. 

 

6. Photobomb: spoil a photograph of (a person or thing) by unexpectedly appearing in the 

camera's field of view as the picture is taken, typically as a prank or practical joke. 

 

7. Retweet: a reposted or forwarded message on Twitter. 

 

8. Staycation: a holiday spent in one's home country rather than abroad, or one spent at home 

and involving day trips to local attractions. 

 

9. Hoverboard: a means of transport resembling a skateboard that travels above the surface of 

the ground, ridden in a standing position. 

 

Multiple choice 
Correct answers in bold 

June: The Japanese have suggested what new feature be added to elevators? 
a. Toilets 
b. An emergency eject button 
c. Karaoke 
d. Robot operators 

 
While the ingenious idea of a toilet in an elevator may seem particularly Japanese, people get stuck 
in elevators everywhere. Perhaps this will soon be coming to one near you.  
 
Japan's infrastructure ministry announced Tuesday that the country's elevators may soon have a 
surprising new feature, the Kyodo news agency reports: Toilets. 
 
Yes, it sounds odd, but while the idea of a fully plumbed potty zooming up and down the sides of a 
Tokyo skyscraper may seem like Japanese technical ingenuity taken a step too far, in reality this idea 
is born of reasonable and sensible practical concerns. 
 

May: The immigration department have banned its staff from doing what? 
a. Eating tuna at work 
b. Wearing onesies to work 
c. Going to the bathroom outside of breaks 
d. Having dinner with co-workers 

 
The dress code for the immigration department now specifies that it's inappropriate for staff to wear 
onesies and ugg boots to work.  
 
Forget stopping the boats: the immigration department is stopping onesies at work. 
A onesie is a jump suit, often in the style of an animal suit. 
 
Department boss Michael Pezzullo revealed to a Senate committee on Monday that a staff code of 
conduct has been rolled out including advice on professional business dress standards. 
 
He admitted being asked to make an official determination about the wearing of onesies at work but 
he didn't know what term meant at the time. 
 
"Onesies, ugg boots, thongs, jeans torn and otherwise... from an abundance of caution we have 
provided certainty, (that these are inappropriate)," Mr Pezzullo said. 
 



June: The BBC had to apologise after a journalist falsely reported what? 
a. The Queen’s last will and testament had been leaked 
b. The Queen had been hospitalised after falling ill 
c. The Queen had been booked for speeding 
d. The Queen’s dogs had run away from home 

 
The BBC apologised on Wednesday after a journalist erroneously posted a Twitter message saying 
Britain's Queen Elizabeth had been taken to hospital after falling ill.  
 
The 89-year-old monarch, who will become the country's longest serving sovereign in September, 
had in fact briefly attended London's King Edward VII Hospital for her annual health check-up, 
Buckingham Palace said.  
 
"This was a routine, pre-scheduled appointment. The queen has now left the hospital," a 
spokeswoman said. 
 
The palace statement came after a tweet by a BBC journalist Ahmen Khawaja implied Elizabeth had 
been rushed to the hospital for treatment.  
 
The journalist later deleted the tweet and apologised for what she said was the result of a "silly 
prank". 
 

May: A new species was discovered in May, bearing a striking resemblance to which Muppet? 
a. Fozzie 
b. Kermit 
c. Big Bird 
d. Elmo 
e. Gonzo 

 
[PIC: Kermit/Frog comparison] 
Photos of a new species of glass frog discovered in Costa Rica have gone viral, as media outlets are 
claiming the creature bears a striking resemblance to Kermit the Frog. 
  
A new species of glass frog has been discovered in the Talamanca mountain range in Costa Rica. 
According to the Costa Rican Amphibian Research Centre, the Hyalinobatrachium Dianae was 
named after the mother of the frog’s discoverer Dr. Brian Kubicki, Janet Diane Kubicki. 
 
However, the glass frog holds little resemblance to Dr. Kubicki’s mother; instead there are striking 
similarities between the H. Dianae and Kermit the Frog. 
 

What was banned in Russia in April? 
a. Memes relating to public figures 
b. US television series portraying the Russian president 
c. Songs about fighting bears 
d. Inferior vodka products 

 
[PIC: Putin meme] 
Russia's state media bureau, Roskomnadzor, has announced a ban of internet memes that do not 
accurately portray public figures.  
 
In post-Soviet Russia, you don’t make memes. Memes make (or unmake?) you. 
 
That is, at least, the only conclusion we can draw from an announcement made this week by Russia’s 
three-year-old media agency/Internet censor Roskomnadzor, which made it illegal to publish any 
Internet meme that depicts a public figure in a way that has nothing to do with his “personality.” 
 
“These ways of using [celebrities’ images] violate the laws governing personal data and harm the 
honor, dignity and business of public figures,” reads the policy announcement from Roskomnadzor. 
 

April: What popular television series was parodied by Sesame Street? 
a. House of Cards 
b. True Blood 
c. Big Bang Theory 
d. Game of Thrones 



 
[PIC: Each show] 
[PIC: Sesame St] 
If you’re thinking the content in Game of Thrones is wildly inappropriate for a child of Sesame Street-
watching age—well, you’re right.  
 
“I’m sorry, it looks like you choked, Joffrey.” 
 
These are not the witty words of Tyrion Lannister from the HBO series Game of Thrones. Rather, 
they are said by “Grover Bluejoy” in the Sesame Street parody of the wildly popular HBO show. 
 

March: Which of the following was not part of a McDonalds Big Mac branded collection released in 
Sweden? 

a. Umbrellas 
b. Wellingtons 
c. Dog coats 
d. Wallpaper 
e. Bed sheets 

 
[PIC: Big Mac merch range] 
Now you can have your Big Mac and wear it too.  
 
In case the Big Mac wasn't already famous enough, McDonald's have decided to brand the burger all 
over a new range of merchandise, including on matching human and dog clothing. 
 
McDonald's launched its online-only collection in Sweden earlier this week, with the line to be offcially 
presented at a Stockholm fashion show. 
 
The collection includes thermals and wellies, raincoats, dog coats, wallpaper and bed sheets. 
 

January: The British were angry in January at the tweaking of what recipe? 
a. Marmite 
b. Cadbury crème eggs 
c. Heinz Big chilli con carne 
d. Libby’s potted meat food product 
e. Bird’s rice pudding 

 
[PICS: Each product] 
Mondelez International, maker of Cadbury Creme Eggs, has tweaked the recipe of the chocolate 
shell of its gooey treats ahead of their main Easter selling season, sparking an angry response in 
Cadbury's home market of Britain. 
 
U.S. group Mondelez said on Monday the Creme Egg would now use a "standard, traditional Cadbury 
milk chocolate" for its shell, rather than sharing the same recipe as Cadbury Dairy Milk chocolate as it 
has in the past. 
 
The move prompted a furious response from some shoppers in Britain, where trade unions and some 
politicians were critical of the sale of the near two-centuries-old Cadbury brand to Mondelez's 
predecessor company, Kraft, in 2010. 
 

August: A US woman claimed this face, found in her butter, to look remarkably like who? 
a. George Bush 
b. Chuck Norris 
c. Donald Trump 
d. Lionel Richie 

 
[PIC: Butter face] 
A US woman's photograph of a tub of butter she claimed to look like Donald Trump has gone viral 
online. 
 
Jan Castellano was about to put some Earth Balance Organic Spread on her toast when she looked 
down at its surface and got a fright. 
 
"I needed to put on my glasses to make sure it was him," Castellano told The Huffington Post. 



 
The 63-year-old was referring to US presidential hopeful Donald Trump, whose face she claimed to 
see in the spread. 
 

A Massachusetts chicken named Cicely received what in August? 
a. A complete feather transplant 
b. A 3D printed prosthetic leg 
c. A cochlear implant 
d. A beak extension 

 
[PIC: Cisely the chook] 
One Massachusetts chicken is about to get a costly leg up on life - a $A3,409 prosthetic limb made 
on a 3-D printer.  
 
The chicken, named Cicely, is headed into surgery on Wednesday for the start of a first-of-its-kind 
procedure to fit her with an artificial limb, her owner, Andrea Martin of Black Thistle Farm, said on 
Monday. 
 
Cicely, 3 months old, was born with a torn tendon in her right leg that limits her mobility. When Martin 
took her to Tufts University's Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine to be examined last week she 
was given two choices — a prosthetic or euthanasia. 
 
"It was a no-brainer," Martin said in a phone interview. "She needs to be able to live a normal life." 
 

July: How are San Francisco officials combating public urination? 
a. Pee-repellent paint 
b. Pee-patrol community officers 
c. Pee-Pee-TV surveillance 
d. Tee-Pee public urinal installations 

 
The city's Public Works agency is testing a pee-repellant paint on walls in areas that have been 
saturated with urine. Anyone urinating on the specially treated walls will get the spray splashed back 
onto them. 
 
San Francisco's director of public works, Mohammed Nuru - whose Twitter handle is @MrCleanSF - 
got the idea when he read on social media about the use of the paint in Hamburg, Germany's 
nightclub district to stop beer drinkers from relieving themselves in the street. 
 
The paint, called Ultra-Ever Dry, is sold by Ultratech International Inc and is billed as a 
superhydrophobic coating that will repel most liquids. 
 

August: Which of the following did a Californian woman not do when she got lost in the forest while 
driving to her parents’ house? 

a. Fight off a swarm of bees 
b. Give birth 
c. Start a bush fire 
d. Fall in a bear pit 

 
A woman fought off bees, started a fire and survived on apples - all after giving birth in a lonely 
stretch of Northern California forest.  
 
The woman, Amber Pangborn, 35, of Oroville, made a hasty decision to take an unfamiliar shortcut 
while driving to her parents’ house after going into labour. 
 
Instead, she got lost. 
 
But Pangborn’s baby wouldn’t wait and she had no choice but to give birth alone. She named her 
daughter Marisa. 
 
And then came the bees and mosquitoes. 
 
“I tried to not get them to sting her,” Pangborn told KCRA. The bees wanted the placenta, she said 
with a chuckle. She was stung while defending her daughter, she said. 
 



Pangborn started a fire in a desperate attempt to summon help, but the flames quickly grew out of 
control. 

 

Gap year: Fill the gaps 
53. September: A new study estimates that there are three trillion trees on Earth  

54. September: The world's shortest man ever recorded, Chandra Bahadur Dangi, dies from 

pneumonia 

55. September: Queen Elizabeth II becomes Britain's longest-reigning monarch 

56. September: The night of September 28 sees a supermoon combined with a lunar eclipse 

described by some as a "blood moon". 

57. June: A leap second is added to the clock for the first time in 3 years. 

58. May: Scientists announce the discovery of EGS-zs8-1, the oldest galaxy ever observed. 

59. May: NASA awards Boeing a commercial contract to build and fly the next passenger 

spacecraft, the CST-100. 

60. April: Giant pandas Xi Mei and Lu Lu break the record for the longest mating session ever 

recorded at the Sichuan Research Center, lasting 18 minutes and three seconds. 

61. September: Britney Spears announces a two-year extension in performing Piece of Me on the 

Las Vegas Strip. 

62. September: The Government of Nepal bans inexperienced mountaineers, as well as people 

with disabilities, from attempting to climb Mount Everest. 

63. October: New Zealand defeats Australia rugby world cup 

64. October: China has decided to end its controversial one-child policy after 36 years. It is to be 

replaced by a new two-child policy. 

65. October: A new study by scientists finds that areas around the Persian Gulf could become 

uninhabitable to humans in less than 100 years due to rising temperatures. 

66. April: The rights-holders of the film Dallas Buyers Club are allowed to obtain the contact 

details of ISP customers whose IP addresses were alleged to have downloaded or shared the 

film 

67. February: Journalist Peter Greste returns to Australia after 400 days in Egyptian detention 

68. February: A recall is issued for Nanna's brand frozen berries, after an outbreak of Hepatitis A 

caused by contaminated fruit 

Male faces 
Phil Walsh 
Adam Goodes 
Chris Froome 
Malcolm Turnbull 
Donald Trump 
Bachelor 
Tony Abbott 
Jeb Bush 
Terry Pratchet 
Leonard Nimoy 
Prince of Penzance 
Daniel Johns 
Paul Kelly 
Bart Cummings 
Wes Craven 

Female Faces 
Bronwyn Bishop 
Hilary Clinton 
Denise: Kermit’s new girlfriend 
Taylor Swift 
Billie (Masterchef) 
Sussan Ley 
Claire Danes 
Charlize Theron 
Robin Wright 
Viola Davis 
Florence Welch 
Rosie Batty 
Peta Credlin 
Christine Milne 
Monika Radulovic 

Films 
Kingsmen: The Secret Service 
Avengers: Age of Ultron 
Mad Max: Fury Road 
Mr Holmes 
Mission: Impossible – Rogue 
Nation 
Straight Outta Compton 
The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay – Part 2 
Star Wars: The Force Awakens 

 

Event photos 
USA Football team: The United States defeats Germany 2-0 in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, to reach 

the Final of the 2015 FIFA Women's World Cup. 

Greek debt crisis 

Discovering wreckage suspected to be MH370, Reunion 

Picasso: Pablo Picasso's Women of Algiers (Version O) becomes the most expensive artwork ever to 

sell at an auction at Christie's auction house selling for US$179,365,000. 



Baltimore riots 

Germanwings crash 

Bangkok bombing 

Water on Mars 

Leith Majid 

Rugby World Cup 

Chris Brown 

iTuned in 
1. Macklemore – Downtown 

2. Taylor Swift – Bad Blood 

3. Vance Joy – Fire & the Flood 

4. The Weeknd – I Can’t Feel My Face 

5. Jarryd James – Do You Remember 

6. Courtney Barnett – Dead Fox 

7. Kendrick Lamar – King Kunta 

8. Mark Ronson – I Can’t Lose 

9. Adele – Hello 

10. Drake – Hotline Bling 

11. Justin Bieber – What Do You Mean 

12. Tame Impala – The Less I Know The Better 

13. Sia – Elastic Heart 

 


