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News Q’s 
1. January: What is the name of the French satirical magazine attacked by gunmen who killed 12 

people?  

 

2. February: Who won the 2015 Australian Open Men’s Singles Final?  

 

3. March: On March 5, what event related to Ebola occurred in Liberia?  

 

4. March: What was the name given to the natural disaster in Vanuatu, which resulted in 40 

deaths?  

 

5. April: What were the names of the two Australians executed in Indonesia for drug smuggling?  

 

6. April: A 7.9 magnitude earthquake struck which capital city?  

 

7. May: What was the most talked about vote in the May Irish constitutional referendums?  

 

8. June: Nine people were shot dead at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in what 

city?  

 

9. June: What unit of time occurred for the first time in 3 years?  

 

10. Who became the first transgender person to appear on the cover of Vanity Fair?  

 

11. July: What was the name of the spacecraft that completed a historic flyby of the dwarf planet 

Pluto?  

 

12. August: Which celebrity announced he would be running for President in 2020?  

 

13. August: Customer details were hacked and leaked relating to what website? 

September: The President of the United States nominates Eric Fanning as the first what 

(secretary of the army)?   

 

14. September: Malcolm Turnbull was sworn in as Prime Minister on 15 September. What number 

Australian prime minister is he?  

 

15. September: Who won the 2015 AFL Brownlow Medal?  

 

16. October: What is the name of the civilian NSW Police Force worker shot dead outside Police 

Headquarters in Parramatta?  

 

17. November: A nightclub fire that killed 32 people and resulted in the resignation of Prime Minister 

Victor Ponta occurred in what country?  

 

18. December: What significant international conference took place in Paris and what was the 

conference objective? 
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Quoteable quotes 
19. “To have a country, we have to have assimilation. I’m not the first one to say this … This is a 

country where we speak English, not Spanish.” 

 

20. "Nothing will stand in our way. I will finish what you started". 

 

21. “The White Walkers don't care if a man's free folk or crow. We're all the same to them, meat 

for their army. But together we can beat them.” 

 

22. "I don't know what the point of Tony Abbott was, but it was fun while it lasted. It was like 

taking heroin. It was incredibly exhilarating and it was right that you stopped." 

 

23. [On Bill Gates] “He dropped out of a better school than I dropped out of.” 

 

24. “I can now confess that our happiest moments were sitting at home late at night eating Paddle 

Pops, watching Jerry Springer and admiring the latest Nickelback album, in my case alone.” 

 

25. “I am the one that runs from both the living and the dead. Hunted by scavengers, haunted by 

those I could not protect. So I exist in this wasteland, reduced to one instinct: survive.” 

 

26. “I’m going to have to science the sh*t out of this” 

 

27. “Time travelling is too dangerous. Better that I devote myself to study the other great mystery 

of the universe: women!” 

 

28. “C'est banana! Hahaha! Miam Miam! Huh?” 

 

29. “>:-(“ 

 

30. “I want to say to everyone else ‘Get stuffed’, because women can do anything and we can 

beat the world.” 

 

liam.tracey
Stamp
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Definitions (New to Oxford) 
31. to fund (a project or venture) by raising money from a large number of people, each of whom 

contributes a relatively small amount, typically via the Internet. 

 

32. a catchy song or tune that runs continually through someone's mind. 

 

33. tight-fitting stretch leggings for women, styled to resemble a pair of denim jeans. 

 

34. a person who eats discarded food, typically collected from the refuse of shops or restaurants, 

for ethical or ecological reasons. 

 

35. As an intensifier: (modifying an adjective) very, extremely; (modifying a verb) definitely, 

absolutely. 

 

36. spoil a photograph of (a person or thing) by unexpectedly appearing in the camera's field of 

view as the picture is taken, typically as a prank or practical joke. 

 

37. a reposted or forwarded message on Twitter. 

 

38. a holiday spent in one's home country rather than abroad, or one spent at home and involving 

day trips to local attractions. 

 

39. a means of transport resembling a skateboard that travels above the surface of the ground, 

ridden in a standing position. 
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Multiple choice 
June: The Japanese have suggested what new feature be added to elevators? 

a. Toilets 
b. An emergency eject button 
c. Karaoke 
d. Robot operators 

 

May: The immigration department have banned its staff from doing what? 
a. Eating tuna at work 
b. Wearing onesies to work 
c. Going to the bathroom outside of breaks 
d. Having dinner with co-workers 

 

June: The BBC had to apologise after a journalist falsely reported what? 
a. The Queen’s last will and testament had been leaked 
b. The Queen had been hospitalised after falling ill 
c. The Queen had been booked for speeding 
d. The Queen’s dogs had run away from home 

 

May: A new species was discovered in May, bearing a striking resemblance to which Muppet? 
a. Fozzie 
b. Kermit 
c. Big Bird 
d. Elmo 
e. Gonzo 

 

What was banned in Russia in April? 
a. Memes relating to public figures 
b. US television series portraying the Russian president 
c. Songs about fighting bears 
d. Inferior vodka products 

 

April: What popular television series was parodied by Sesame Street? 
a. House of Cards 
b. True Blood 
c. Big Bang Theory 
d. Game of Thrones 

 

March: Which of the following was not part of a McDonalds Big Mac branded collection released in 
Sweden? 

a. Umbrellas 
b. Wellingtons 
c. Dog coats 
d. Wallpaper 
e. Bed sheets 

 

January: The British were angry in January at the tweaking of what recipe? 
a. Marmite 
b. Cadbury crème eggs 
c. Heinz Big chilli con carne 
d. Libby’s potted meat food product 
e. Bird’s rice pudding 

 

August: A US woman claimed this face, found in her butter, to look remarkably like who? 
a. George Bush 
b. Chuck Norris 
c. Donald Trump 
d. Lionel Richie 
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A Massachusetts chicken named Cicely received what in August? 
a. A complete feather transplant 
b. A 3D printed prosthetic leg 
c. A cochlear implant 
d. A beak extension 
e.  

July: How are San Francisco officials combating public urination? 
a. Pee-repellent paint 
b. Pee-patrol community officers 
c. Pee-Pee-TV surveillance 
d. Tee-Pee public urinal installations 

 

August: Which of the following did a Californian woman not do when she got lost in the forest while 
driving to her parents’ house? 

a. Fight off a swarm of bees 
b. Give birth 
c. Start a bush fire 
d. Fall in a bear pit 

 

 

 

 

  



6 
 

 

 

 

Gap year: Fill the gaps 
1. September: A new study estimates that there are three trillion    on 

Earth. 

  

2. September: The world's    ever recorded, Chandra Bahadur Dangi, 

dies from pneumonia. 

 

3. September: Queen Elizabeth II becomes Britain's    . 

 

4. September: The night of September 28 sees a supermoon combined with a 

   described by some as a  “  “. 

 

5. June: A     is added to the clock for the first time in 3 years. 

 

6. May: Scientists announce the discovery of EGS-zs8-1, the oldest    

ever observed. 

 

7. May: NASA awards Boeing a commercial contract to     

 , the CST-100. 

 

8. April: Giant pandas Xi Mei and Lu Lu break the record for the   

   at the Sichuan Research Center, lasting 18 minutes and three 

seconds. 

 

9. April: The rights-holders of the film     are allowed to obtain 

the contact details of ISP customers whose IP addresses were alleged to 

have     the film. 

 

10. February: Journalist    returns to Australia after 400 days in  

  detention. 

 

11. February: A recall is issued for    brand frozen berries, after an  

    . 

 

12. September:     announces a two-year extension in performing 

Piece of Me on the Las Vegas Strip. 

 

13. September: The Government of   bans       , 

from attempting to climb Mount Everest. 

 

14. October:    defeats Australia rugby world cup. 

 

15. October: China has decided to end its     after      years.  

 

16. October: A new study by scientists finds that areas around the   

  could become uninhabitable to humans in less than 100 years due to 

rising temperatures. 

 


